HCES Niewsletter

SUMMEEF TRFN W© = JUlz 2200226

A Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of another fantastic year at Hatfield Community Free
School, | would like to take a moment to thank you for your continued support and
to celebrate all that we have achieved together.

This year has been full of learning, laughter and memorable experiences. Our
pupils have shown resilience, kindness and determination throughout the year,
embracing challenges and making the most of every opportunity. Whether
through their academic achievements, sporting successes, performances or
contributions to school life, they have made us incredibly proud.

I would like to thank our families for the important role you play in supporting
your children's education and helping to create the strong sense of community
that makes our school so special. My sincere thanks also go to our dedicated staff
team, whose hard work and commitment ensure that every child feels valued,
supported and inspired to succeed.

As we look ahead to September, we are excited for all that the new academic year
will bring. For now, | wish all our families a happy, restful and enjoyable summer
break.

Thank you for being part of our school community.

Warmest Wishes,
Mrs Hobson
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Key Dates for

Autumn Term One

INSET Day — School Closed

INSET Day — School Closed

Autumn Term Commences Yr 1 -6

EYFS Home Visits

EYFS Home Visits

Autumn Term Commences Yr R

Yr 5 Cuffley Camp Parent Meeting 5:15pm
After School Clubs Commence
Sparrowhawks Swimming Lessons (all week)
Yr 5 Cuffley Camp Residential (3 days)
Sparrowhawks Swimming Lessons (all week)
Macmillan Coffee Morning

Golden Eagles Swimming Lessons (all week)
Parent Consultations 3pm to 7pm

Parent Consultations 3pm to 5pm

EYFS & KS1 Harvest Festival Parents Invited 2:45pm
Golden Eagles Swimming Lessons (all week)
Yr 5 Assembly Parents Invited 2:45pm
Parent Lesson — English — 9am-10am

Parent Lesson — Maths — 9am-10am

Yr 4 Assembly Parents Invited 2:45pm
Interhouse Competition - Details to Follow
30.10.26 HALF TERM SCHOOL CLOSED
Autumn Term 2 Commences

eongmm qliony

This half term’s winning house
group is

Zebras

with 2721 points!

No Smoking/Vaping Reminder

Please remember that the entire school site is a no
smoking/vaping zone. This includes all outdoor
areas and the parent drop-off car park, even when
sitting inside your vehicle.

We kindly ask all parents, carers, and visitors to
refrain from smoking or vaping anywhere on school
grounds at all times.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us
maintain a safe and healthy environment for our
pupils, staff, and visitors.
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Statt News

; 200
f’ﬁ‘ WLL This half term we said goodbye to Miss Samuel for left our MSA team for a role in our school kitchen.

Today we say farewell to Miss Campbell, Miss Irish and Miss Gorur as they move on to new ventures in September. We will miss
them all greatly and wish them the very best for the future.

This half term, we have welcomed Miss Watts to our Learning Support Practitioner Team and Mrs
Brooks as an Midday Supervisory Assistant. In September we will be welcoming Miss Griffiths and Miss Franklin to the teaching
team and Mrs Hudson to our MSA team.

Attendance Awards

5% June 12* June 19* June 3 July 10% July 17 July
Foxes 98.75% Badgers 99.38% Falcons 99.67% Swans 99.57% G. Eagles 100% Rabbits 98.82%
Deer 98.68% G.Eagles 99.33% K.fishers 99% Kestrels 97.08% Falcons 98.67% K.fishers 98.67%

Hedgehogs 98.51%
Badgers 98.41%
G.Eagles 97.92%

Kestrels 97.5%
Ducks 96.25%
K.fishers 95.8%
Owls 94.54%
Seals 94.38%
Falcons 94.17%
S.hawks 93.72%
W.peckers 92.67%
Puffins 92.5%
Rabbits 90%
Swans 87.93%

W.peckers 98.28%
K.fishers 97.67%
Falcons 97.5%
Seals 97.33%
S.hawks 97%
Kestrels 96.9%
Puffins 96.9%
Deer 96.84%
Ducks 96%
Hedgehogs 95.88%
Rabbits 95.63%
Owls 93.33%
Swans 92.07%
Foxes 91%

Ducks 98.33%
Badgers 98.13%
S.hawks 97.67%

Hedgehogs 97.65%
Seals 97.5%

G. Eagles 97.33%
W.peckers 97.24%
Deer 96.84%
Owls 96%
Kestrels 96%
Swans 95.52%
Foxes 93.5%
Puffins 93.45%
Rabbits 88.69%

S.hawks 97.08%
Puffins 96.98%
Deer 96.71%
Owls 96.67%
G.Eagles 96.67%
K.fishers 96.25%
Badgers 96.03%
Falcons 95.83%
Hedgehogs 95.59%
W.peckers 94.51%
Foxes 93.75%
Ducks 92.92%
Seals 91.88%
Rabbits 91.18%

Swans 98.62%
K.fishers 98.33%
S.hawks 98.33%

Puffins 97.93%

Deer 97.89%
Rabbits 96.47%
Ducks 96%
Owls 95.67%
W.peckers 95.67%
Kestrels 94.67%
Seals 93.75%
Hedgehogs 91.18%
Foxes 91%
Badgers 89.38%

Ducks 97.93%
Puffins 97.32%
Falcons 97%
Foxes 95%
G.Eagles 94%
Hedgehogs 93.82%
S.hawks 93.67%
Owls 93.33%
Swans 93.1%
W.peckers 93%
Kestrels 93%
Deer 92.11%
Seals 91.67%
Badgers 88.13%

We strive to achieve a minimum of 95% attendance. Further information regarding attendance can be found on the Attendance Page
of our school website.

Reminders

A polite reminder to please be respectful of our neighbours when parking at drop-off and collection times.

Please note that Briars Lane and the surrounding roads are permit parking only. We kindly ask that you do not park in
these areas unless you hold a valid permit, and that you avoid blocking driveways, pavements, or access routes.

Your cooperation helps us maintain positive relationships with our local community and ensures the safety and
convenience of everyone.

Also, when parking on school grounds, please do not park in front of or block any access gates. These gates must be
kept clear at all times to allow emergency vehicles immediate access to the site if required.

Thank you for your understanding and support.



https://www.hcfs.org.uk/attendance-1/
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Principal Awarcds
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Core Value Awards - Confidence

5th
June
Swans Ducks K.fishers W.peckers G.Eagles S.Hawks
12t Q : @
June - “
Rabbits Badgers H.hogs Seals Deer Foxes Owls Puffins
19t ‘ a " Kameel
June ), Kestrels
W peckers K-fishers Falcons G. Eagles S.Hawks
3 A & & il ﬁ a
W.peckers K.fishers Kestrels Falcons G. Eagles S.Hawks
iy ‘- [
July
Rabbits Badgers H.hogs Seals Deer Foxes Owls Puffins
July W peck
peckers K.fishers Kestrels Falcons G. Eagles S.Hawks




HCES Niewsletter

SUMMEEF TRFN W© = JUlz 2200226

Half Term Highlights

Mrs Atkin
YR Teacher

Hertfordshire Zoo School Trip

Our recent trip to Hertfordshire Zoo began with an exciting coach journey, which the children had been
looking forward to all morning. As we set off, the anticipation was clear—everyone chatted happily about
the animals they hoped to see, and excitement continued to build along the way. Once we arrived, the
weather may have been a little rainy, but it certainly didn’t dampen spirits! The children had a fantastic
time exploring and saw a wide range of animals including lions, zebras, camels, snakes, leopards, koi carp,
capybaras, and wallabies. The koi carp were a particular favourite, with so many in the tank that the
children were fascinated watching them swim around.

After lots of walking and animal spotting, we were ready for a break. Though a little wet, we enjoyed a
lovely picnic lunch together under shelter before tidying up and heading on to the dinosaur area. This was a
real highlight of the day! The children loved seeing the different dinosaurs, especially the T-Rex that
suddenly popped out from the trees and the dinosaur that sprayed water as we walked past. It made for
lots of laughter and excitement. After completing the dinosaur trail, we made our way back to the coach.
The journey home was much quieter, with many children feeling tired after such a fun and eventful day. It
was a fantastic trip, and so many wonderful memories were made!

Mr Flynn
Sports Co-Ordinator

Sports Day
HCFS Sports Day 2026! What a successful two days running our KS1 Sports Day on Monday, and our KS2

Sports Day on Tuesday. From fast runners to careful water carriers, to the longest of jumpers and then most
delicate egg and spoon carriers, we had it all.

Monday's KS1 Sports Day ran as smoothly as anyone could have ever dream. Our Reception children took
part in their first sports day, and their practise in PE & extra practise with their class teachers paid dividend.
The behaviour was excellent and the commitment & teamwork on show was fantastic. We definitely have
some future Olympic Runners in our ranks!

Tuesday's KS2 Sports Day lived up to the hype of being one of the most competitive sports days to date.
With some outstanding athletes in our KS2, the sprint races, relay races & bean bag shuttle showed the
attitude and commitment of our children, and their will to win. Parent's showing an outstanding level of
support which I'm sure pushed our children through their races & other events.

A special shoutout to all the staff & volunteers who supported the event, the Sports Day could not run
without you. Also, a massive shoutout to Mrs Hobson for organising Sports Day, and making it run like
clockwork.
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Half Term Highlights continued

Knebworth House School Trip

On Friday, our Year 1 class had a wonderful visit to Knebworth House as part of our Dinosaur Planet project. We were

very fortunate to enjoy a sunny day, which made the experience even more special. The children had a fantastic time

exploring the beautiful gardens and were especially excited to discover the dinosaur trail, bringing their learning to life
in a fun and engaging way.

Miss Surry We would like to say a big thank you to the parents who supported us on the trip—it was greatly appreciated and
helped the day run smoothly.
Y1 Teacher P Y Y
Ks1lead In the afternoon, the children absolutely loved playing in the adventure playground, Fort Knebworth, where they could
climb, slide and explore with their friends. It was a busy and exciting day, and by the time we returned to school, the
children were happily tired after all the fun and fresh air.

e

Robotics Week — A Fantastic Celebration of Innovation!
This week, our school was buzzing with excitement as we celebrated Robotics Week, giving pupils the chance to explore
the fascinating world of technology, engineering and design.

Throughout the week, children took part in a range of hands-on, engaging activities. One highlight was using CAD
(Computer-Aided Design) software to create detailed 3D models of houses on SketchUp for Schools. The pupils showed
Miss McLoughlin great creativity and problem-solving skills as they designed and visualised their own structures.

Y5 Teacher Another exciting activity involved designing and programming their own cars using specialist software. Once built, the
cars were put to the test as students used Bluetooth remotes to race them, bringing plenty of energy and friendly
competition to the classroom!

The carousel of robotics activities was particularly popular. Pupils had the opportunity to interact with a variety of
robots, each with unique features. Some robots were programmed using Scratch, allowing children to write and test
their own code, while others used cameras to recognise and respond to movement. A firm favourite was Pepper the
robot, who could even be tickled, much to everyone’s amusement!

A special highlight for Year 5 was the visit from a robot dog. The children were amazed as it performed a variety of
tricks, demonstrating its advanced capabilities. Some lucky pupils even had the chance to race against the robot,
making it a truly memorable experience.

Overall, Robotics Week was a tremendous success. The children thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to explore
robotics in a fun and interactive way, and it was wonderful to see their curiosity, teamwork and enthusiasm in action.
We would also like to extend a sincere thank you to all of the staff who organised and led these activities. Their time,
effort and enthusiasm made the week such a memorable and inspiring experience for all of our pupils.
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Half Term Highlights continued

Mr Flynn
Sports Co-ordinator

External Sporting Events

HCFS have attended so many events in Summer 2, some events that we have never been too! Just recently,
four of our wonderful Y3's attended Delcott Tennis Club in WGC to attend their Mini Red Tennis event. We
went to Stanborough School to attend the Swimming Gala, with some children winning golds, silvers and
bronzes! A massive achievement. We went to Brocket Hall to attend the District Tri-Golf tournament, which
we placed 4t out of 11! The Y5/6 Boys attended the District 5 a side Tournament at Ridegway Academy, in
which was the final tournament at HCFS for our current Y6's. Our wonderful Y5/6 Girls & Boys attended the
District Dynamos Cricket event, in which the Boys won!

As you can see, we are attending so many events which is giving our wonderful children exposure to sports
they may have never played before!

World Cup

The FIFA World Cup 2026 sweepstake has been a fantastic success, creating a real buzz across the whole
school and bringing pupils and staff together in a spirit of friendly competition. It has been wonderful to see
so many members of our school community enthusiastically following the tournament, regardless of
whether they would normally consider themselves football fans.

The sweepstake sparked excitement from the very first matches, with plenty of discussion taking place in
classrooms, corridors and at breaktimes as participants eagerly tracked the progress of their allocated
teams. The World Cup schedule and results board, displayed prominently in school, became a focal point
each day as everyone checked the latest scores, celebrated surprise victories and discovered which teams
had been knocked out of the competition.

One of the highlights has been seeing how the tournament has appealed to such a wide range of pupils and
staff. Even those who do not usually follow football have found themselves caught up in the excitement,
cheering on their sweepstake teams and joining in conversations about the matches and tournament
standings.

We have also used this opportunity to learn more about the countries taking part in the World Cup. We
have enjoyed researching different nations and discovering fascinating facts about our sweepstake teams,
from landmarks and traditions to languages, wildlife and cultural celebrations. It has been a wonderful way
to broaden our knowledge of the world and uncover interesting information that many of us did not know
before!

The sweepstake has provided a wonderful opportunity to build connections across year groups and staff
members, encouraging friendly rivalry, shared celebrations and plenty of good-natured banter. It has been a
joy to witness the whole school coming together through a global sporting event, demonstrating how sport
can unite people and create lasting memories.

Congratulations to Seals, who had the winning team Spain and celebrated their World Cup success with a
non-school uniform day!
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Half Term Highlights continued

Family Picnic
Our Family Picnic was a wonderful way to celebrate the end of another successful year at HCFS. It was
fantastic to see our whole school community come together.

We were delighted to welcome so many parents and family members to join us. The picnic provided a lovely
opportunity for everyone to socialise, relax and reflect on the many achievements and memorable moments
of the past academic year. Seeing pupils, families and staff spending time together in such a positive and
supportive atmosphere truly highlighted the strong sense of community that makes HCFS so special.

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all our families for their continued support throughout the
year. Your encouragement, partnership and involvement play an invaluable role in the success of our school,
and we are incredibly grateful for everything you do.

We wish all our families a safe, happy and restful summer break and look forward to welcoming everyone
back in the new academic year.

Year 6 Residential Trip
Year 6 enjoyed an unforgettable week at PGL, with glorious sunshine accompanying us throughout the entire
trip. From the moment we arrived, the children embraced every opportunity, showing enthusiasm, resilience
and a real willingness to challenge themselves.
Throughout the week, every child demonstrated tremendous courage as they tackled a range of exciting
high-adrenaline activities. Whether soaring down the zip line, taking on the giant swing, climbing, abseiling or
Mrs Summers attempting the trapeze, the children consistently challenged themselves and celebrated one another's

AVP (Pastoral) achlevement.s. It was wonderful to see so many children overcome their fears and take pride in what they

had accomplished.

Teamwork was a key theme of the week. This was particularly evident during activities such as buggy building
and the obstacle course, where the children worked together, communicated effectively and supported one
another to overcome challenges. Their cooperation and determination were a pleasure to watch.

One of the highlights of the trip came on Wednesday evening. There was a real sense of community as we
gathered around the campfire, singing songs and toasting marshmallows together. The evening was made
even more memorable as we watched the England vs Croatia match. Despite the excitement and the later
bedtime, the children were exceptionally well behaved and represented the school brilliantly. Their conduct
throughout the evening made all of the adults incredibly proud.

Away from the organised activities, we also cherished the quieter moments together. Whether listening to
music, playing card games, chatting with friends or enjoying a game of football, it was clear to see the strong
friendships that have developed during the children's time at HCFS. These moments of laughter and
togetherness were just as special as the activities themselves.

After such a busy and action-packed week, you might have expected a tired and sleepy coach journey home.
However, Year 6 had other ideas! The trip ended with an hour of non-stop singing, which perfectly summed
up what an amazing time everyone had enjoyed.

The adults could not have been prouder of the children. They approached every challenge with positivity,
resilience and determination, supported one another throughout the week and created memories that will
last a lifetime. It truly was a fantastic week at PGL and a wonderful way to celebrate the children's final year
at HCFS.
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Half Term Highlights continued

Graduations for EYFS and Yr6
We were delighted to celebrate two very special milestones of our EYFS and Year 6 Graduation
celebrations.

Our Reception children shone brightly as we reflected on all they have achieved over the past year.
From taking their very first steps into school to becoming confident, independent and enthusiastic
learners, their progress has been truly remarkable. We are incredibly proud of each and every child
and all they have accomplished throughout their Reception year. Their smiles, enthusiasm and
growing confidence were evident for all to see as they received their certificates and celebrated this
important milestone with family and friends.

We also celebrated our fantastic Year 6 pupils, recognising their many achievements and the
positive contributions they have made during their time at school. It was a wonderful opportunity
to reflect on their journey, celebrate their successes and wish them every happiness and success as
they prepare to begin an exciting new chapter at secondary school.

Both evenings were filled with pride, laughter and special memories, and it was heartwarming to
see families, staff and pupils come together to celebrate these important milestones.

Congratulations to all of our graduates—we are so proud of you and look forward to seeing what
the future holds for each and every one of you!
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Half Term Highlights continued

Year 6 Prom

On Friday 17th July 2026, our Year 6 children enjoyed an unforgettable Prom celebration as they marked the
end of their primary school journey. It was a fantastic evening filled with laughter, excitement and lots of
wonderful memories.

The children looked amazing and had a brilliant time dancing with friends, taking selfies and enjoying the
delicious pizza! The atmosphere was full of joy as everyone celebrated together.

A huge thank you to Lauren Prountzou for her incredible decorating skills. The hall looked stunning and
provided the perfect setting for such a special occasion. Your hard work and creativity helped make the
evening truly magical.

We are so proud of all our Year 6 pupils and wish them every success and happiness as they move on to the
next stage of their education. We hope they will always look back on their time with us with fond memories.
Good luck, Year 6 —we will miss you!

\\/

What a fabulous year we've had for the HSA!

It's been another fantastic year, full of fun events and incredible fundraising.
Our Break the Rules Day was, as always, full of character and raised an amazing £700! Who knew so many
children would love the chance to break the rules?

Our Summer Fayre was a fantastic success, raising an incredible £1,200. It was a fabulous day, and we'd like to
extend a huge thank you to all the staff, volunteers and our wonderful school community who braved the heat
to make it such a memorable event.

Finally, our Colour Run was an amazing afternoon and raised a brilliant £400. It was such a fun afternoon full of
colour and chaos.

Overall, it's been an incredible year for the HSA, and together we've raised a fantastic £6,400. This money will
be used to support the school by funding valuable resources and enriching learning experiences for all of our
children.

The HSA has been able to support the school with £4,600 worth of funding this year and we hope to do even
more next year!

As we look ahead to the 2026/27 school year, we're looking for some new committee members, as several of
our key members will be stepping down. If you'd like to get involved and help make a difference, we'd love to
hear from you. Please refer to our previous email for more information and to register your interest.

Thank you once again to everyone who has supported the HSA throughout the year. We couldn't do it without
you, and we're already looking forward to another fantastic year!
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Spent a whole
weekend dancing in a

Participated in a
show at campus west,

Achieved Silver & ) squash competition in ) )
) Received Parent’s Football tournament q P showing a dedicated
Bronze Awards in ) Jersey and won the !
o Player of the match winners! ) work ethic and was an
Girlguiding U11 Girls category

absolute star helping
with the younger
dancers back stage!

trophy!
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from Ballet Completed stage 9 in Competed in a tennis Achieved Level 4 in recent gymnastics
Performance Award swimming competition gymnastics competition

Secured a second gold
in a recent gymnastics
competition
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End of Term Message from the Chair of Trustees

It was wonderful to watch our reception year graduate and celebrate with their families at their graduation. We also say goodbye
to our wonderful Year 6s, we wish you every success at secondary School!

We received the Gold School Games Award for the 2" year in a row, and many children have taken part in various sporting activities
throughout the year. Great work from Mr Flynn, Mrs Wallace and the rest of the team.

We have had a recent change to the board and Vinh Huynh is stepping down as one of our Co-opted trustees. We thank Vinh for
his time and outstanding commitment in supporting the school and trust board.

Our HSA have been very busy this term bringing you the Summer Fayre and Colour Run as well as selling second hand uniform via
their webpage. Thank you to all of you that have supported our charity and to our volunteers. We are always looking for new
volunteers so please email the HSA admin if you wish to get involved next year.

We look forward to working with you next year. Have a great Summer, with best wishes.

Maxine Kinghorn — On behalf of the HCFST Board
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Principal

Mrs Victoria Hobson

Vice Principal

Miss Jo Pape

Assistant Vice Principal (Pastoral)

Mrs Ellen Summers

Assistant Vice Principal (Curriculum)

Ms Maliha Syeda

SENCO

Mrs Ashley Holmes

School Business Manager

Mr Jonathan Durbin

EYFS and KS1 Phase Lead

Miss Martha Surry

KS2 Phase Lead

Mrs Meg Wallace

Teaching Development Lead

Mrs Michelle Morris

Flamingos Teacher

Miss Martha Surry

LSP Team:
Miss Molly Curtis

Receptlon X h hmi Mrs Nikoletta Sari
Penguins Teacher Mrs Fahmin Razaq Miss Abbie Watts
Wrens Teacher Mrs Galina Doychinova LSP Team: )
Year One Mrs Anna Merrill
Doves Teacher Mrs Heather Cant Miss Lauren Taylor
Y Mrs Elena Badelita
Owls Teacher Ms Sarah Davies Mrs Me“ssa.Br'ghtman
Y T Mrs Samira Riazi
ear Iwo buffins Teach Miss Belle Kal Mrs Yasdenis Sola
uitins teacner 155 belle Kalyan Mrs Ranisha Seneratne
Ducks Teacher Miss Megan Shepherd LSP Team:
Year Three o Mrs Zubaida Kauser
Swans Teacher Mrs Vitoria Vieira Mrs Zabia Ghazzali
Woodpeckers Teacher Miss Fiona Griffiths Miss Me,lan'e Hunter
Year Four Mrs Wlska Perera
Kingfishers Teacher Mr Adam Nicholls Mr Kieran Flynn
. Falcons Teacher Miss Grace Franklin
Year Five LSP Team:
Kestrels Teacher Miss Eithne McLoughlin Mrs Anam Khan
) ) Miss Jessica Banks
v . Golden Eagles Teacher Mrs Michelle Morris Mrs Rebecca Delaney
ear six Mrs Monika Dudek
Sparrowhawks Teacher Mrs Emma Good
PPA Teachers Mrs Meg Wallace, Mrs Thea Atkin
Sports Co-ordinator Mr Kieran Flynn
Thrive Team Mrs Sarah Dobson, Mr Amalak Francis, Bonnie
Office Manager Miss Lorraine Hake
Admin Admin Assistant Miss Yasmin Cumberbatch
PA to Principal and SBM Mrs Shula Venn
Site Manager Mrs Lynne Ewen
. Caretaker Vacancy
Premises - —
Housekeeper Miss Joanna Musialik

Midday Supervisors

Mrs Sam Merton, Mrs Hannah Brooks, Mrs Becky Hudson




