
Reading and Phonics  

 

Key vocabulary 

Digraph - A grapheme containing two letters that makes just 

one sound (phoneme). 

 

Grapheme - A way of writing down a phoneme. Graphemes can be made up from 1 

letter e.g. p, 2 letters e.g. sh, 3 letters e.g. tch or 4 letters e.g ough. 

 
Oral Blending - This involves hearing phonemes and being able 

to merge them together to make a word. Children need to 

develop this skill before they will be able to blend written 

words. 

 

Trigraph - A grapheme containing three letters that makes just one sound (phoneme). 

 

Oral Segmenting - This is the act hearing a whole word and then 

splitting it up into the phonemes that make it. Children need to 

develop this skill before they will be able to segment words to 

spell them. 

 

Blending- This involves looking at a written word, looking at each grapheme and using 

knowledge of GPCs to work out which phoneme each grapheme represents and then 

merging these phonemes together to make a word. This is the basis of reading. 

 

Language Comprehension - defined as the ability to derive 
meaning from spoken words when they are part of sentences or 
other discourse. 

 

Segmenting - This involves hearing a word, splitting it up into the phonemes that 

make it, using knowledge of GPCs to work out which graphemes represent those 

phonemes and then writing those graphemes down in the right order. This is the basis 

of spelling. 

 
Intonation: is the way the pitch of your voice goes up and down 
as you talk or reciting something by singing it. An example of 
intonation is the way your voice raises in pitch at the end of a 
question. 

Reading comprehension - In other words, language comprehension becomes reading 
comprehension when word meaning is derived from print. 

 

Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound. There are approximately 

44 phonemes in English (it depends on different accents). 

Phonemes can be put together to make words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The structure of phonics lessons 

 Revisit and Review: A recap of previously taught sounds and graphemes using a ‘flashcard’ style approach. 
 

 Teach: The introduction of a new phoneme / grapheme with clear examples modelled. 
 

 Practice: The opportunity for pupils to practice new and revised phonemes and graphemes as part of an 
independent or group activity. 
 

 Apply: Consolidation and extension of the skill learnt through ensuring an understanding of how it can be transferred 
to other situations (e.g. a phonics game, writing a sentence). 
 
Frequently asked Questions: 

When do I move a child up to the next level? 

If a child can read 90% of the book fluently as well as being able to understand what they have read by answering different 

questions.  

How can I support a child with blending? 

Modelling how to orally blend to create a spoken word and how to break a word apart is how to start a child’s blending and 

segmenting journey. Once children can blend at an oral level, the blending of words in print becomes a lot easier.  

How can I support a child to identify digraphs and trigraphs in words when reading? 

When reading words containing digraphs or trigraphs, encourage children to spot the digraph/trigraph in the word first and say 

it out loud then blend the whole word to read. This will come with practise. 

How do I test a child’s comprehension when reading? 

While listening to a child read ask them a range of questions 

about the text. Use the bookmark to support making sure 

you are asking the different skilled questions. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Phonics and Reading 

Please refer to school website for further support with 

phonics and reading.  

There is a power point with different games and 

resources to use at home. Please find it on the school 

website: 

https://www.hcfs.org.uk/phonics-20/  

https://www.hcfs.org.uk/phonics-20/

